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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO DISASTER 

We have received from Miss Genevieve Cooke, editor of the 
Nurses’ Journal 0 / the Pacific Coast, a personal letter in which she 
gives an account of her experiences at the time of the San Francisco 
disaster. Miss Cooke’s apartment where she conducted her private 
gymnasium and edited the Journal was situated on Van Ness Avenue, 
and as the fire did not reach that locality for some hours, she had time 
to save her personal clothing, the pictures in her office and eight or 
ten books out of the library which she had been collecting during the 
last twenty years. Among the books saved she speaks of her bound 
volumes of The American Journal of Nursing. 

Miss Cooke’s mother, an elderly lady of 79, is totally blind. 
The first night of the fire, Miss Cooke took her to the Presidio to the 
house of one of the officers and the following day succeeded in getting 
her over to Oakland. Miss Cooke herself returned to the Presidio 
and volunteered for duty at the General Hospital, but was after¬ 
wards persuaded to go to the house of the officer already referred to, 
whose wife was seriously ill. Miss Cooke expects to remain at the 
house of Col. A. B. Dyer, at the Presidio, San Francisco, Cal., where 
she may be reached by mail and from which point she hopes to work 
for the benefit of nurses less fortunate than herself. 

She says there are many nurses working among the refugees 
who have lost everything with the exception of the clothing which 

they were wearing at the time of the disaster. At the time her letter 
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was written, May 9th, Miss Cooke and Miss Sweeney were trying to 
locate the nurses and establish headquarters and a sort of directory 
at Miss Sweeney’s house, No. 8 Sanchez Street. A copy of the poster 
which has been issued by the San Francisco County Nurses’ Associa¬ 
tion is found in the official department and is published by request. 

Among those perhaps best known to nurses in the east who 
lost everything are Miss McCarthy, the Secretary of the California 
State Association, and Miss Fisher. Among the hospitals which were 
destroyed were the Waldeck, St. Mary’s, St. Winifred s, St. Francis 
Clara Barton, Pacific, McNutt, Mary Patton, and the New Hahne¬ 
mann, which was just ready for occupancy. The Children’s Hospital 
was badly damaged, as was the Lane, the French, and others. This 
has thrown adrift many pupils who Miss Cooke says may be unable 
to complete their training. We are inclined to think, however, that 
the training-schools in the neighboring cities will make provision for 
these pupils. The difficulty will be to reach them. 

Miss Cooke says the desolation cannot be imagined and that 
the really hard time is to come. The reports which have been published 
from Mr. Devine and other officials through the Red Cross would 
seem to point to the fact that the first burst of public generosity is 
subsiding, leaving this great multitude of homeless people with but 
scanty provision for the ordinary needs of living. It seems to be the 
concensus of opinion that the laboring class will be readily provided 
for in the reconstruction, and that those who will really suffer the 
most are the professional men and women who have lost everything 
they possess. Already a special fund is being started for the aid of 
physicians. Dr. Helen Criswell, a nurse dentist whose husband is also 
a dentist, was in Europe at the time of the disaster and we received 
a note from her dated from Lisbon April 15th. On May 15th a postal 
written from Chicago says: “ We are hurrying home to our stricken 
city. We have lost practically everything, but my family escaped un¬ 
hurt. The Doctor has opened temporary offices, and he writes that the 
nurses are having a hard time in every way, many having rushed at 
once to the relief of the injured and to help in the hospitals and so 
were unable to save even a handful of their possessions.” 

A letter published by the Red Cross Society from a nurse reads: 
“This isn’t a letter to tell you the desolation and misery of the past 
few days, but to tell you how comfortable we are now. Our people 
are scattered. The first night we spent in the Plaza, taking care of 
6ick babies, measles, pneumonia and new-born infants. No one 
could be persuaded to enter a house. At 2 o’clock in the morning 
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we had to leave. Walked to Van Ness Avenue. Went back in the 
morning, as the fire was leaving us. Spent the day there trying to 
quiet the people, and getting the bedridden people away. In the after¬ 
noon we helped in the emergency hospitals. Towards evening we 
had to leave again, with blankets on our backs and babies in our arms. 
Walked to the Presidio. Now all our family is settled in tents. Ra¬ 
tions daily. Many of them are far better off than at home. It seems 
to be such a comfort to them to have us near. We render many 
services not in a nurse’s line. As soon as the great demand for nurses 
is over here, Stella, Ruby and I will go to the Farm to open lor con¬ 
valescents. I think the government would send supplies there for us. 
What do you think about it? I thought of taking families there at 
first but decided the Presidio grounds better because of the supply 
of food there. At the last moment I opened the clinic; gave every¬ 
thing away to people with vegetable wagons. The family up-stairs 
took a box of instruments for me, which they are going to return. 

Everything else burned at 650, and at our house. Mrs.-became 

panic stricken and left the city.” 

Miss Ashe, a graduate of the Presbyterian Hospital, New York, 
who was engaged in settlement work in San Francisco and had gone 
on a vacation trip when the terrible news of the calamity reached 
her, has just returned there and writes to an eastern friend of the 
conditions. Though the letter was private, it has been sent to the 
Journal in the belief that many nurses would be glad to help in the 
work spoken of if they knew of it. Miss Ashe writes: “I found on 
my arrival that the thing which was worrying the medical depart¬ 
ment more than anything else was the care of the convalescents. 
The authorities hadn’t come to that yet, and so when we put our 
scheme before the various chiefs (the letter does not say just what 
this scheme is), we were met with open arms, and orders were issued 
immediately to establish a camp, and an officer was assigned to duty 
there. The only problem at present is the salary for nurses and the 
supplies of night-gowns and bed linen. The relief committee does 
not see its way clear at present to pay the nurses, and we feel that 
we should have one nurse for every twenty-five or thirty patients, 
and want to pay them small salaries at least, as the majority of these 
women have families depending on them. We have put a nurse on 
Telegraph Hill to take care of the small unburnt portion, which is 
overcrowded with people; no water supply except at the bottom of 
the hill. It would be a splendid thing to have a nurse in each camp, 
but that seems to be out of the question. ” 
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We regret that Miss Ashe has not given a more detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the work she is planning, and that no address accompanies 
that portion of the letter sent to us, but we know she can be reached 
either through Miss Cooke at the Presidio or through Miss Sweeney 
at No. 8 Sanchez Street, as she is a member of the San Francisco 
County Society and is sure to be in close touch with the work its 
officers are trying to do for the relief of nurses. All of the women 
whose names we have mentioned are personally known to us, and 
may be depended upon absolutely to make the wisest distribution 
possible of any contribution of money or clothing that may be sent 
to them. Until there is a general resumption of business in San 
Francisco it is necessary to be exceedingly careful in regard to the 
manner of consigning either money or clothing. We shall be in touch 
with Miss Cooke and be kept informed of the situation in San Fran¬ 
cisco, and will be glad to give any information which we may pos¬ 
sess to nursing organizations that may be in doubt as to the best 
manner of sending contributions to nurses in San Francisco. 

We feel that any appeal from us to the nurses of the country is 
unnecessary. 

The reports of different societies contained in this issue show 
sums of money to have already been appropriated for the benefit 
of nurses in San Francisco. The Massachusetts State Society con¬ 
tributed $250; the American Society of Superintendents of Training 
Schools $150, increased by personal contributions to $200; the nurses 
of Rochester $185, $150 of which has been sent through the Red 
Cross to Dr. Devine to be used for destitute nurses. Special enter¬ 
tainments and efforts in different directions are being made in a 
number of places among nurses and we are sure that the response 
will be very general throughout the country when it is known to just 
what extent aid among the nurses is needed. 

The prompt action and efficient service of the army, and partic¬ 
ularly of the medical department at San Francisco, has called out 
the most favorable comments from all over the world. 

As we go to press we have had the address of Miss Elizabeth 
Ashe sent to us. It is Convalescent Camp No. 11, Ross, Marion count v 
Cal. 

We have also heard from Miss A. I. Haentsche, R. N., graduate 
of the German Hospital, New York, that a letter has been received 
from the Secretary of the California State Association, Mrs. Florence 
B. Downing, making an appeal to the eastern hospitals for assistance 
for nurses who are among the refugees. This letter states that 
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the nurses are in great need of uniforms; that they have received 
only food from the relief fund, and that the majority who are on duty 
in the reserve camps have lost everything they own, having only the 
clothing in which they left the burning and falling buildings with their 
patients. This letter goes on to state that, if money or uniform material 
(money preferred) could be sent to the association relief fund, it 
would prove a great blessing. Money would enable them to get the 
material more quickly, put the moneyjnto circulation in California, 
and save the expense of expressing across the country. 

Miss N. Petit, of Nyack, N. Y., has already started an endless 
chain collection, and Miss Hcentsche, 155 E. Eighty-third Street, New 
York, N. Y., will also receive contributions. 


THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE OF THE NURSES’ JOURNAL 
OF THE PACIFIC COAST 

Miss Cooke requests us to announce that the June number of 
the Nurses’ Journal of the Pacific Coast will be gotten out in July if 
not before. She says she managed to save some of the vital property 
of the Journal, all of the copy that was on hand, contracts, bank 
book, expense account, etc., but has lost part of the outside mailing 
list and she asks any subscribers who may be reached in this way to 
send their address and the date of their subscription to her. At the 
time of our letter she had not succeeded in locating her publisher 
but said she had every reason to suppose that his mailing list had 
been destroyed. 

The most remarkable thing about the San Francisco disaster 
is the wonderful courage of the people. In our letters from Miss 
Cooke and also from Dr. Criswell and Miss Ashe there is not a murmur 
of complaint or discouragement. 


MISS NUTTING’S NEW WORK 

A professorship has been created at Columbia University for 
the purpose of investigation and instruction in the administration 
and management of institutions, such as hospitals, asylums, dormi¬ 
tories, etc. Miss M. Adelaide Nutting, of the Johns Hopkins Training- 
School for Nurses, has been appointed to this position and will enter 
upon her new duties in the fall of next year, her resignation at the 



